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	Leominster Local Policing Team - Rural              February 2012 Edition (Incidents in February)                


Dear Neighbourhood Watch/Parish Councillors/Rural Watch and Members of the Public, 
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These items of note are for you to be aware of and monitor as you see fit. Please be aware that Herefordshire is a safe place to live! However keeping Herefordshire safe relies on communities and the police working together, you are the eyes and ears of the community! 

Feel free to distribute or circulate any of the information contained within this e-mail, its intent is to gather any information about crimes already committed and prevent further crimes from taking place in the future!
Priorities for Leominster Rural: 

1) Speeding traffic through rural villages. 

20/01/2012 CSO HARRIS conducted speed monitoring in LUSTON between 09:00-09:30hrs, No issues at this time.

30/01/2012 CSO HARRIS conducted speed monitoring in LUSTON between 09:00-09:25hrs, 1 driver spoken to and advised.

08/02/2012 CSO HARRIS conducted speed monitoring in KIMBOLTON between 16:10-16:20hrs, no concerns.

16/02/2012 CSO HARRIS conducted speed monitoring in AYMESTREY between 10:00hrs-10:25hrs, One driver spoken, no other concerns at this time.
(Action taken by the LPT can be viewed on the West Mercia Police Website: http://www.westmercia.police.uk)
For those that do not have internet access when you receive a copy of this bulletin please find below a brief input on actions taken by LPT on the above PACT priority as taken from West Mercia’s Website.
(There will always be an intention to attend and support these events, however due to the nature of policing, attendance by an officer is not always guaranteed)

Surgeries/Events on Leominster Rural:

04/03/2012 07:00 – 18:00hrs AMCA Motor-cross meeting Upton Court Farm Little Hereford.

07/03/2012 11:00hrs Orleton Coffee Morning at Orleton Village Hall

07/03/2012 12:00hrs Richards Castle Coffee Morning.

15/03/2012 11:00hrs Lingen Coffee Morning.

04/04/2012 11:00hrs Yarpole Police Surgery at Yarpole Café.
 (There will always be an intention to attend and support these events, however due to the nature of policing, attendance by an officer is not always guaranteed)

Incidents of Note and Useful Information

(Please note that the below is not every incident/crime reported for Leominster Rural)
Bircher Common
It has been raised to the local policing team from the National Trust, that members of the public have been seen arriving at BIRCHER COMMON and are seen to train race horses on the common itself. This activity is unwanted both by the National Trust and local residents who have rights to graze/use the common land. The local policing team are working in conjunction with the National Trust to prevent and deter this activity and will encounter any individuals that are believed to be involved and where appropriate, action will be taken. Any persons encountered to be involved in this activity will be asked to leave the grounds immediately.
Signage at the entrances to Bircher Common clearly state that:
 “The training, racing or breaking in of horses on the common is forbidden”
 “See byelaw 19 on the back of the bylaw notice”

Byelaw 19 states:

No unauthorised person shall, except in any such place as may from time to time be set apart by the national trust for the purpose, break in or train or race any horse, dog or other animal.

Brampton Bryne
Police were notified on the 28/01/12 that FORGE HAIRDRESSERS had been broken into. On investigation it is understood that the offence occurred between the hours of 18:30hrs on the 27/01/12 through to 08:45hrs on the 28/01/12. 

Enquiries reveal that a white PEUGEOT PARTNER van either P or R reg with roof bars and an extra lock on the rear door may have been used by the offenders. 
Arrests to be made, the investigation continues.

Orelton 

Between 16:30hrs on Saturday 28th January through to 07:30hrs on Sunday 29th January a 4x4 jeep was parked outside Orleton Post office. During these hours person unknown has stolen a catalytic converter from the jeep and made off. Local enquiries have not revealed any information.

Kingsland.
On Monday 6th February at approximately 21:30hrs, two unknown suspects in a light coloured compact type van have driven into a farmyard via the main drive to the property. They have taken approximately 1000 litres of red diesel from the fuel pump/tank. A padlock has been removed from an outbuilding door from where the suspects have taken a pressure washer and a tool cabinet full of various hand tools. The suspects have taken the padlock from the scene and they left via main drive.

· The Pressure Washer is a Karcher model, serial number 010224 black and yellow in colour. 

· The tool cabinet is red in colour, 2’x2’ in size with four drawers, opening from the top. The cabinet contained a number of assorted hand tools.

-----------------------------------------------
Information has been received to police from a driver that whilst driving through the village of Kingsland on Friday 03rd February at approximately 16:30hrs. The driver was flagged down by a male stood outside of the Brick House, Kingsland. The driver has stopped and wound their window down. They have then had an argument over the speed at which the driver was driving through the village at which point the unknown male threw a punch at the driver which made contact with the car causing no damage. The driver has then driven off but was concerned by the behaviour of this male notifying the police. 

Kinsham

Between 17:00hrs on Wednesday 1st February to 08:30hrs on Thursday 2nd February fuel was siphoned from a 4x4 jeep parked outside the property. Approximately 10 gallons of fuel was taken and local enquiries have not been able to shed any light on the incident. 
-----------------------------------------------------------

Observations please for a Red Landrover Defender VRM CE56 KXA which was stolen without keys from the Kinsham area during the hours of darkness on Monday 13th February. If sighted or you have any information in reference to this incident please call the police immediately. 

The local policing have been regularly in the area late of an evening and into the night to offer reassurance to the community
Yarpole
Between 18:00hrs on Tuesday 07th February through to 09:00hrs on Wednesday 08th February the outer pain of a double glazed garage window has been damaged. No entry gained and no items taken. To date Enquiries locally have not been able to supply any information regarding this incident.

Lingen.

The local policing have received information that a number of horses (mares) had, had their manes plaited. Nothing was seen or heard by local residents however it is believed that this behaviour may be a sign that the horses are ear marked for collection at a later date.

If you see any vehicles or person(s) acting suspiciously in the area please notify the police so that the next available officer can attend to speak with the concerned.

Leinthall Earls

It is believed that on Friday 17th February 15-20 bales of hay were taken from the grounds of a farm in the Leinthall Earls area. Nothing was seen or heard but it is understood that unknown offenders moved the horses that were present into a near by stable to allow access to the hay.

WILLY
Observations please for the following vehicle seen in the Aymestrey and Willy area.

Observations please, for a white drop side transit van VRM M494 ***. This vehicle was seen acting suspiciously in these areas possibly involved in scrap metal or fly tipping.

If you have any information regarding any of the above you can contact Leominster Police on 101, in an emergency please dial 999. Please be aware that any information provided within this letter is to inform you of incidents of note and to request possible assistance. We do not want to worry you in anyway. Any incidents stated are infrequent and spread about a wide area. Herefordshire is a safe place to live!

Police Witness Appeal over Herefordshire Fatal Road Collision

Police are continuing to investigate a road collision in Herefordshire on 14/02/2012 which claimed the lives of a mother and her son.

The tragedy happened at around 10.10am on 14/02/2012 on the B4362 in the village of Lucton, near Leominster when the family's red Vauxhall Corsa car was involved in a collision with a tractor.

Emergency services battled to free the driver and her three sons from the wreckage. The oldest boy, in the front passenger's seat, was pronounced dead at the scene and his mother died shortly after being airlifted to the Queen Elizabeth Hospital in Birmingham.

The two boys in the back of the car were also flown to hospital in Birmingham.  Both boys remain in the Birmingham Children's Hospital.  One is described as critical but stable and the other is in a stable condition
Inspector Damian Sowrey said : "We are appealing to anyone with information concerning this tragedy to contact Hereford police station by calling the 101 non-emergency number.

"We are continuing to investigate the circumstances and particularly want to hear from anyone who witnessed the collision or who saw either vehicle being driven immediately beforehand."

He said the collision happened near Lucton School. The red Vauxhall Corsa was driving towards Yarpole when it was involved in the collision with a green and yellow John Deere tractor travelling in the opposite direction towards Mortimer's Cross. 
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CCTV Appeal After Theft From Morrisons Supermarket

Police officers in Leominster are appealing for assistance from the public as they attempt to identify a couple who are responsible for a theft in the town. 
The incident occurred at the Morrison’s supermarket on Barons Cross Road on Wednesday 18 January. Police are keen to identify the two people captured in this CCTV image. Sometime between 2.10pm and 2.30pm a man and a woman entered the store and made their way to the cosmetics aisle. They then picked up 27 boxes of L'Oreal facial cream - worth around £200 - and placed it in their shopping basket. The couple then filled a second basket with a number of general grocery items before making their way to the self service till. 
The male then paid for the groceries and left the store, followed by the woman holding the basket of facial cream. The woman made no attempt to pay for the cream and she did not come back to pay for it after she left the supermarket.
A police spokesman said:
"Police officers are very keen to identify the man and woman captured in the CCTV we have released today as it is thought they could be key witnesses to this theft.

"The man is described as being in his 50s and as having grey, thinning hair, while the woman is described as being in her 30s and as having ‘frizzy' brown hair that was tied back. 

"Police are keen to hear from anyone who recognises the individuals captured in the CCTV and anyone who recognises them is asked to contact the police as soon as they can.

"Anyone with information about this incident is asked to contact police officers in Leominster on 0300 333 300 or alternatively, please remember that Crime stoppers can also be called anonymously on 0800 555 111."

Recent SCAM
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Several calls have been received through to police recently in reference to cold call phone calls being made to residents across Herefordshire. It is understood that the company calling are stating that you have a virus on your computer and it needs rectifying immediately. There are several variations on the type of call made and it has been noted that the caller has stated that they are from the Windows support team for Microsoft. As the call continues they will offer you step by step instructions and then have asked for some personal details. 
Please be aware this is a SCAM and remember not to give any personal details across to the caller. If you are not expecting a call of this nature or suspect the call to be a scam then put the phone down. 

West Mercia Police Authority Approves New Times For Police Station Public Service Counters
West Mercia Police Authority has approved changes to the opening times of public service counters at stations across the force area.

Proposed new times at most of the 31 public services counters across Herefordshire, Shropshire, Telford & Wrekin and Worcestershire, were approved at the Police Authority meeting on 14/02/12.

The changes follow an extensive review of opening hours designed to provide a more consistent service across the whole area.

West Mercia Police has stressed the alterations, which come into effect between March and May, will not reduce the availability of police officers when required.

They are being introduced to provide an improved service, according to demand and policing need, while offering best value for money in the current economic climate.

The changes have been thought through following extensive research, including recent footfall surveys at public service counters and analysis of the purpose behind each visit.

Police officers will remain contactable at any time of the day or night through the 101 non-emergency number or by calling 999 in the case of emergency.

Where opening hours have been reduced, alternatives services will be provided including telephone links outside police stations and information stands providing crime prevention materials.

Chief Superintendent Kevin Purcell said: "The changes to public service counter opening times will not affect local policing and all police stations will remain operational.

"We want to make sure we offer a good service to the public and be as accessible as possible.  Visiting your local police station front counter in person is not the only way to get in touch with us.

"West Mercia Police is available 24 hours a day, seven days a week via a variety of contact channels."

Sheila Blagg, chairman of West Mercia Police Authority, added: "Opening times at each station have been adjusted specifically to fit with local demand.  The resulting bespoke changes minimise their impact on service availability and will not affect the ability of officers to carry out beat duties."
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Important!

If you wish to report a crime or incident you must do so via the 101 (for non emergency) or 999 in an emergency. It is not effective or correct to e-mail or contact a particular officer directly regarding a crime that needs to be reported. West Mercia Police has trained staff to deal with the recording of crime and incidents. You can still request a particular officer is tasked with or informed of your call. Please don’t report crime without the correct procedures!



C Angie Hull (Leominster Town and Rural): 	  (any of the below three LPT addresses)


CSO Adam Harris (Leominster Rural):		  � HYPERLINK "mailto:leominsterrural.lpt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk" ��leominsterrural.lpt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk�


CSO Gareth Maddox (Leominster town):		  � HYPERLINK "mailto:leominstertownnorth.lpt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk" ��leominstertownnorth.lpt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk�


CSO Christina Howard (Leominster town):	  � HYPERLINK "mailto:leominstertownsouth.lpt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk" ��leominstertownsouth.lpt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk�	 


		


Leominster Rural Team E Mail:        			� HYPERLINK "mailto:leominsterrural.lpt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk" ��leominsterrural.lpt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk�


Leominster Rural Tel Num:					0300 333 3000 ext: 4539





Non-emergency number:					101


Emergency Number:					999	


     	   





Victim Support				            01432 347208


Childline				             	 0800 1111


Domestic Violence Helpline		            0800 7831359


National Drugs Helpline			            0800  776 600


National Neighbourhood Watch Association       02079 630160


Herefordshire Road Safety Hotline		 01432 364582


Website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.westmercia.police.uk" ��www.westmercia.police.uk�


Hfd Neighbourhood Watch: � HYPERLINK http://www.communigate.co.uk/here/hfdsneiwatch/ ��www.communigate.co.uk/here/hfdsneiwatch/�












	Policing Herefordshire, Shropshire, Telford & Wrekin and Worcestershire



	www.westmercia.police.uk
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